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CHAP, servants of a body of merchants could endure with-
xxvm. oirt incarring any disgrace." He referred to the
frequent quarrels which had occurred between the
Company's seamen and the Chinese, as well as the
serious consequences that had resulted from them,
and anticipated an increase of fresh disturbances
from any approach to opening the trade. To the ob-
jection that American seamen resorted to China in
great numbers without producing mischief, he an-
swered that these were a different class of men from
those employed in British ships. They reoeivad
during the war double the pay of British seamed
and after the restoration of peace half as much
more. They enjoyed other indulgences not granted
to British seamen, were interested on their own be-
half in the voyage, and were looking forward to
becoming officers and commanders.
The trade carried on by the Americans between
China and Europe Mr. Grant was disposed to treat
as of small account. He believed that the whole
amount of American importations from China to
foreign Europe did not greatly exceed three hun-
dred thousand pounds, and he asked, ought the
long subsisting relations between England and
China to be hazarded for the utmost possible profit
of such a trade, or even for the amount of capital
employed in it ? The trade between China and the
Indian Archipelago he represented as small and in-
capable of much extension, A very inconsiderable
part of this trade was possessed by the Americans,
the greater portion being carried on by British sub-